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Abstract

This study examines the municipality-led Japanese language school model through an in-depth
case analysis of the Goto Japanese Language School in Nagasaki Prefecture. Recent reforms have
shifted Japan s language education framework from the Ministry of Justice’ s immigration-
centered “management model” to the Ministry of Education’ s quality-assurance-based “education
model,” creating new opportunities and challenges for local governments. Drawing on policy
documents, municipal records, and institutional data, the study analyzes the school s establishment
process, curriculum design, student experiences, and regional impact. Findings show that the school

functions simultaneously as an educational institution, a demographic supplement in a depopulating
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island region, and a catalyst for local labor supply, community interaction, and international

visibility. Despite notable educational outcomes, including high JLPT pass rates, the transition to

the new accreditation system requires strengthened institutional capacity and governance by the

school corporation. The Goto model demonstrates both the potential and limitations of municipality-

led Japanese language school initiatives in regional revitalization.

Keywords: Municipality-led Japanese L.anguage Schools, EXT Accreditation System, Depopulating

Regions, Regional Revitalization, Goto City
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PEEBRT 124 (AETRE LBORR, 2025)
202044 A A1 8) (1644) ¢
N2 124, KRFbel %, K54, HM
FR10%
202144 A A28 (2544)
N1U5 6%, N2HU54%. K44, M
FR11 4, B9 %
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TENDHEF N - W E) & B3 5N 71
ik, @O—EHHOMWAEZMLzT 4 73— AR
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V) EOD LAV EICER ) A AR
Bz b o T I EPYSNITR o7z BT
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Do FREELE, T NNA RO PRI L
TWh7zo, HEEEOBMALZE L, Hisfi:
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KRR E LTRE W,

=12, ANdREEO®B A (demographic
supplementation) 7*H &5 &, HiEREOGH
A EBTHIZBWT, 20OV E AL 45
BB CHAET L EORFIT NS R
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HWERBE L CokElxEz, Mgttt o
PREDO T TEEM 2 EHERRE 2R L 2D, A
A BIBRIC BT 5 [ N o 5m
SEREE] L LTHEEL TV g0 5, L
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OH LM Ay T -2 L L bEOE
B ORENEIZOWTHET 5,

B2, IR HARFEFRIE S8 LT
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OO HARFEFR] oMEEEBE T AL



FEWFs IR 37 R E B i g8 o & — RS Fge T e ] 45 25 (2026.3)
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Mo, CEEHEEICE D [HEBRBEE LT
BRAE] ETUANEBHIIBITL TV %, BHA
FRBUI A E T 21 BB & R 0%, SCHAMY
B OB % 57 H B 1E 2025 4E 5 5 C 64 BB L
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BTENZN2THOFBEEVHE SN TN S,
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