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Invisible Barriers in Education for Children with Migration

Backgrounds in Japan

Non-Enrollment and Inequalities in Access to Educational Information

B
Hagar MOHAMED

Abstract

This study examines the invisible barriers faced by children with migration backgrounds in Japan,
focusing on non-enrollment in compulsory education and inequalities in access to educational informa-
tion. Drawing on policy documents, administrative data, media reports, and qualitative interviews, it
demonstrate that these challenges are structurally produced by institutional arrangements that pre-
suppose majority cultural norms. Educational information is predominantly provided in Japanese and
circulated through informal social networks, placing families without sufficient linguistic and cultural
capital at a disadvantage. As a result, children are required to act as language brokers between
schools and their families, which imposes additional cognitive and emotional burdens. The study con-
cludes that addressing these invisible barriers requires institutional reforms that extend beyond lan-
guage support and critically reconsider majority-centered assumptions embedded in the education sys-

tem.
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