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Virtual Reality in Language Learning
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The purpose of this research is to explore the potential for virtual reality (VR) in language education. VR is
the next frontier in computer assisted learning. It has the ability to bring language lessons to life in a way
that neither textbooks or ordinary computer screens cannot. With VR, it is possible to interact with objects
not readily available in a classroom. It is also possible to travel virtually anywhere in the world and practice
communicating in various situations such as ordering in a cafe.
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Original material is being planned and developed. The first step is recording environments in 360 degree
photos and videos to be used for language lessons on the university’ s learner management system Moodle
site. These materials will then be adapted to a virtual reality platform.
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Multimedia Literacies in Language Learning
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The concept of literacy and what it means to be ‘literate’ is shifting dramatically in the 215t century. In a world that is dominated by
multimedia and visual storytelling, literacy now transcends print and the written word to include the language of images, sounds and video — in
other words a visual or ‘multimedia literacy’ . Despite having such a visually stimulating culture and society, the notion of visual literacy in
English language curricula here in Japan is still somewhat overlooked, particularly at middle and high school levels where students are
increasingly exposed to textual language only as they approach university education.

As many of the digital texts we encounter these days are multimodal (where meaning is no longer communicated by text alone) this research
addresses ways in which we can give students the necessary skills to actively ‘read’ and create such texts, thus helping them to become
multiliterate in the visual and digital world of the 21st century.
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This research will help develop the literacy skills of not only learners of English, but also schoolteachers in the community who are interested
in finding out more about how the ‘fifth skill’ of viewing fits into language curricula alongside the traditional four skills of reading, writing,
speaking and listening. There is potential for workshops to: (1) increase educators’ awareness of visual and multimedia literacy and (2) offer
guidance in the design of relevant classroom tasks.
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I am interested in conducting a critical discourse analysis of English textbooks used in junior high
schools in Nagasaki.

Specifically, I want to analyze how gender discourses are performed, recognized, and described
within the dialogue of the characters that appear in the textbooks.

[ am also interested in developing ways in which CDS can be used in conjunction with EFL
education for Japanese university students.
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I can assist others in developing CDS based classroom activities, or using my findings to offer
suggestions for junior high school teachers or ALTs regarding critical discussions of gender
discourses.
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Students graduating from secondary education acquire their knowledge of the English language by way of
yakudoku, a method of translating the vocabulary items in the target language then rearranging them using
the correct syntax. Conspicuously absent from this process is the content of the language itself, and the
ability it has to influence student perceptions of the international and intercultural modern world. In
particular, the COVID—-19 pandemic has resulted in insularism and a reluctance for students to
demonstrate an interest in overseas culture. To counter this, the current study aims to investigate
Japanese and Western fiction writers as a tool to improve international posture and, furthermore
encourage a deepening understanding of humanism in the wider world.
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This research will potentially be useful for university departments and employers which are preparing to
send their students overseas for further training.
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[ have been collaborating with homestay providers and educators to make provisions for overseas learning
and cultural exchange. I am also editing an overseas study journal promoting study abroad as a means to
improve educational outcomes.
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